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BC High School Drama Teacher of the Year Award

BECAUSE BEHIND EVERY GREAT STUDENT PERFORMANCE IS AN INSPIRING TEACHER
WHO BELIEVED IN THEIR POTENTIAL AND WHAT THEY COULD ACHIEVE.
THE AWARD RECOGNIZES HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE EDUCATORS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, WHO EMBODY THE
HIGHEST STANDARDS OF THE PROFESSION AND DEMONSTRATE A POSITIVE IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF
THEIR STUDENTS, ADVANCEMENT OF THE ACTING PROFESSION AND A COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE.

If you feel a drama instructor (past or present) has gone above and beyond to ensure you
received the most out of your acting education, then send in your vote to

info@vadastudios.com
Teacher who receives the most votes receives:
• VADA’s BC High School Drama Teacher of the Year Award
•
•
•
•
•

Two Tickets for Vancouver International Film Festival (VIFF) Opening Gala Film & Party
Two Festival Passes to Vancouver International Film Festival (VIFF)
Two Tickets to Vancouver International Women in Film Festival (regular screening)
Two Tickets to an upcoming performance at Arts Club Theatre Company
Complimentary tickets for their Senior Drama Class to attend VADA’s Showcase (March 28,
2018 at The Revue Stage on Granville Island)

Voting ends March 10, 2018
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VADA ALUMNI Pays It Forward
Fear the Walking Dead actor, Justin Rain returns to his Prince Albert home
Larissa Burnouf - APTN News

If you watch the popular TV show Fear The
Walking Dead you’ll know him as the character
“Crazy Dog.” He’s also recognizable on many
popular television shows and even on the big screen
and like many of us, Cree actor Justin Rain returns
home for the holidays – but not only to visit family
and friends. This holiday season, Rain spent several
days visiting a handful of remote First Nations
communities in his home Province of Saskatchewan.
This trip is not a new one for Rain, he makes it a
point to return to Northern Saskatchewan annually.
He speaks openly to First Nations youth about the darker times in his life – nearly dying from drugs and
alcohol at a young age. “I overdosed in my senior year of high school three times and since then I’ve been
clean and sober,” said Rain. “I’ve been clean and sober for about 17 years now and I enjoy going to
communities and sharing my story of inspiration about why I don’t drink or use drugs.”
He believes that talking openly about his own journey can be used to help others facing similar issues
including suicide.
“I’ve lost friends to suicide,” he said. “On a few
occasions, I seriously considered taking my own life.
And I think it’s important for us, people in my
position, to visit and share our own personal insights
and what we’ve discovered along the way to make it
through.”
Rain said the only way to move through life on a
positive path is through creative expression, which
can include everything from dancing, painting,
singing, writing, or even acting.
“I truly believe that every single one of us is an artist
in some way, shape or form. And if we stop creating,
we will inevitably start destroying in other ways,
[through] various addictions and abuses” he said.
Rain said when people abuse substances, they
suppress who they are and where they come from and
it’s a vicious cycle that nearly killed him. He says
being creative and artistic in many ways has
continued to lead him down a good path in life and
taken his career to new heights.
Source: http://aptnnews.ca/category/national-news/
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Entertainment: Alex Barima talks about
FOX’s The Exorcist
Alex Barima, who joined Season 2 cast of FOX’s The Exorcist, plays the role of Shelby, a foster
child and born-again Christian who is the first to notice strange occurrences happening. Barima is
a Canadian actor, born and raised in Montreal, Quebec. In high school, Alex participated in as
many theatrical activities as he could and earned a post-secondary theater degree before moving
to Vancouver. A year later, he completed a full-time acting course at the Vancouver Academy of
Dramatic Arts, launching himself into a bright future of acting.
Barima has also worked in the indie film circuit, with his
latest movie, Public Schooled, starring Judy Greer and
Daniel Doheny premiering at the 2017 Toronto
Independent Film Festival. Other credits include: Once
Upon a Time, The Returned, iZombie, and Supernatural.
Outside of acting, his passions include gaming and
anime. Here's what the Quebec-born actor had to say
about The Exorcist and more.
Tell us about your work on The Exorcist.
I play the character of Shelby, a teenager who lives in a
foster home run by John Cho's character, Andy. Shelby
had a diﬃcult past and cares deeply for his family. He
found religion at an early age, and it has given him a new
perspective on life. He doesn't push his beliefs on
anyone, but they remain extremely important to him. It's
a character I was able to identify with easily, and I feel
extremely fortunate to be involved in telling this excellent
story.
Were you familiar with The Exorcist prior to this job? What were your thoughts on this
original?
I don't typically watch horror, since I'm easily scared. I remember seeing one or two scenes from
the original 70's film and that was enough for me. However, upon landing the role in season 2, I
binge-watched season 1 before we started production, and it took me completely by surprise. The
show was so well-crafted and compelling (and terrifying); my excitement grew exponentially after
viewing the first season.
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Why do you think people are so drawn to horror-based shows right now?
I think there's something inherently attractive about facing a great fear. While some people are
definitely braver than others, I think we all get a sense of accomplishment from surviving fearful
experiences, no matter what they are. It makes us a little bit stronger than we were before. The
characters we portray illustrate that journey, and it's entertaining to see them go through it.
Any other projects in the pipeline?
I recently travelled to Toronto for the 2017 Toronto International Film Festival for the premiere of
Public Schooled, a film I shot last winter starring Judy Greer and Daniel Doheny. The film will be
showing at this year's Vancouver International Film Festival as well. Otherwise, I was also involved
in a Crazy 8's Festival short last February, which will be showing at the Edmonton International Film
Festival. I was honoured to receive a UBCP Best Actor nomination for that role. The Exorcist shoots
until mid-late November, so that will be my primary focus heading into next winter.
You've worked on TV projects as well as film - do you have a preferred medium?
I've worked on many films and TV shows, but each set experience is diﬀerent from the next, so it's
diﬃcult for me to choose based on that criterion alone. I will say that working on The Exorcist has
been the most fulfilling experience so far, but I always have the best time on set! I already know it's
going to be very hard to say goodbye to all the friends I've made working on this show when we
wrap.
Do you ever see yourself working behind the camera? Is that something you'd like to
pursue?
Ultimately, I would like to produce and direct film and TV. I love acting, but I get the greatest
satisfaction from telling and shaping stories. I don't have much experience behind the camera at
the moment, so I'm hoping to learn as I go, and to surround myself with talented and passionate
people who will help me reach that goal.
What is something people would be surprised to know about you?
I consider myself French Canadian; a lot of people are surprised when they learn I'm from Quebec,
since I don't speak English with a French accent. I always explain to them that there are plenty of
bilingual people in Montreal, but it's usually met with a bit skepticism.
Source: http://www.thesuburban.com/arts_and_entertainment/entertainment/entertainment-alexbarima-talk-about-fox-s-the-exorcist/article_756cddf2-a857-11e7-b472-a7307d915afe.html

Seiya’s off to Hollywood!
VADA Alumni, Seiya Matsudo is off to LA
to shoot a feature film (can’t tell us the
name yet). After completing our Two
Week On Camera Intensive Certificate
in March 2017, Seiya was immediately
signed by MVM Agency and booked
Ridley Scott’s popular TV series “Man in
the High Castle”. Soon after he booked
“The Flash”, “A Series of Unfortunate
Events” and “Deadly Class”.
He dropped by the office today to thank
VADA’s teachers and staff for helping
him get his acting career started.
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VADA Student Spotlight: Ries Fowler
When I was younger, my dad would come home
from work and every night we’d watch Seinfeld
together. I didn’t understand a lot of the humour at
that age, but I remember laughing a lot. I guess
Seinfeld is what really set the ball in motion and
sparked my love for comedy. Later, I started
watching shows like Corner Gas and Trailer Park
Boys.
Throughout elementary school I was always doing
impressions of cartoon characters to make my
friends laugh. I discovered stand-up comedy when I
saw Canadian comedian, Pete Zedlacher on Just
for Laughs and was in total awe at how effortless it
was for him to make the audience laugh. I continued
watching as much stand-up as I could, Russell
Peters, Gabriel Iglesias, Chris D’Elia, Larry The
Cable Guy.
I lived in an incredibly small town during my teenage
years and went to a small school with few students.
It could be boring at times when the majority of the
town’s population was over 60. had a bedtime of
8pm, and everyone else (except my family) were
hippies. I joined a drama class and started acting in
a number of plays, as well as eventually performing
plays with a community theatre group. After a while,
I attempted to start writing my own comedy material
(something much harder than I anticipated).
During this time, I went to watch Brent Butt (of Corner Gas) perform stand-up, and after the show, I
stood around waiting for him until everyone else had left. I ended up having a lengthy discussion
with him about comedy and he encouraged me to write material as often as I could, and to find
humour in everyday things.
In 2014, a comedy tour featuring several comedians that had been on Just for Laughs stopped in
my town and offered a five minute opening spot to the best local comedian. I was so excited and
prepared my material using every bit of knowledge I’d learned about comedy. A competition was
held at a local restaurant and the five minute opening spot was awarded to me! And, when the tour
came through town again the next year, I won again! From then on I was doing little comedy gigs
around the community; stand up acts for fundraisers, parties, and even at weddings.
In 2015, I auditioned for a small part in a play the community theatre group was performing (Bill
Robens’, Kill Me, Deadly). To my great surprise, I not only landed this part, but was also cast as 4
other, very different, diverse characters in the play. One of the characters was The Nicaraguan
gardener (I had loads of fun learning how to pull off a convincing Spanish accent), and another was
the notorious gangster, Bugsy Siegel, one of the driving forces behind the creation of Las Vegas
strip. I discovered how exhilarating it was to act in the role of the villain. I went on to play a
combination of a villain and comedic characters in other plays. and it was during these last
performances that I realized acting was not only something I enjoyed and excelled at, but the one
thing I want to continue doing the rest of my life.
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VADA’s Dramatic Arts Diploma Program

Get the Skills to Become a Professional Actor and be Fully Prepared for a
Successful Film and Television Career
• Text & Script Analysis
• Improvisation
• Character Analysis & Development
• Movement
• Use of Masks
• Use of Voice
• Standard American Dialect • Camera Tech
• Set Etiquette & Terminology
• On & Off Camera
• Monologues
• TV & Film Cold Read Auditions
• Commercial Auditions
• Headshots*
• Audition Reel Projects
• Career Planning
• Writing Resume • Getting an Agent
• Showcase Event
• LA Field Trip
• Casting Director Seminars
* Headshots cost not included in program tuition

Hollywood Field Trip – We Fly You to LA!
As part of the Dramatic Arts Program you’re invited to experience a 4-day intensive
trip were you will have the chance to meet with casting directors, film & TV producers,
and other industry professionals to gain valuable information on being an actor in LA.
The field trip airfare & accommodations is included in your tuition at no extra cost.

VADA’s Scholarship Awards Program!
• High School Scholarship Awards ($500)
• Domestic Scholarship Awards (up to $1,000)
• International Scholarship Awards (up to $2,500)
Lean more at http://vadastudios.com/admissions/scholarships/
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Industry Spotlight: Michael Ford
For almost fifteen years, Michael Ford has been
providing headshots to actors, kids and business
people. Amidst dramatic changes in the industry and the
profession of acting, the need for a professional
headshot remains. In fact, with the growth in social
media and other promotional outlets, having a
professional headshot is more important than ever.
Repeatedly, clients and casting directors comment how Michael's headshots accurately represent
the client's looks and personality, a much sought-after characteristic of a headshot that gets results.
"Since I shoot almost exclusively in natural light and provide a very lowpressure and relaxed atmosphere, my client's headshots always look like
them," says Michael. "The last thing casting directors want is a glamour
shot that in no way looks like the actor they've called in for an audition.
It's my job to make sure no one's time is wasted in the process."
In addition to natural, flattering lighting,
Michael works with makeup artists
experienced with headshot photography,
which contributes to his natural, true style.
Offering a centrally-located studio downtown
Vancouver and flexible schedule, Michael
makes his sessions both convenient and
accommodating.

"In the end, my clients walk out of the shoot saying how much fun
they had and how easy it was," says Michael. "When I hear that, I
know I am doing my job and that we captured the kind of relaxed
images they need."

Michael's work and additional information is available at www.fordheadshots.com

7

Industry Spotlight: Trisko Talent
Management Inc.
Trisko Talent Management Inc. is a Vancouver-based agency that represents actors for film,
television, motion capture, commercials, and voice over. We are proud to partner with both
established and developing talent in all departments as well as numerous US based agencies and
managers.
We believe in providing artistic opportunities that challenge and motivate our clients. We encourage
artists’ exploration of their craft and assist in the development of their full potential. Working with our
clients to achieve their dreams is the driving force behind the Trisko Talent team.

We are looking for all ages, all looks. Claire Myers was recently promoted to senior agent after
spending over three years on Natasha Trisko’s desk and is actively building her roster. Natasha,
Dylan and Aaron are also always keen to add new faces to their existing rosters.

Address: 1140 Homer Street #270, Vancouver, BC V6B 2X6
Phone: (604) 637-7009
Website http://www.triskotalent.com
8

VADA Alumni Recent Bookings

Karly Palmer
“Mistresses”

James R Baylis
“X- Files”

Howie Lai
“Travellers”
“Altered Carbon”

Meghan Heffern
“How to buy a Baby”
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Farrah Aviva
“UNreal”

Erika Walter
“Supergirl”

