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VADA STUDIOS
HIGH SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
VADA’s Showcase was held on Wednesday,
March 29th at The Revue Theatre on Granville
Island to a packed house of Talent Agents,
Casting Directors, Producers, High School
Teachers, students, friends and family. A total of
10 scenes and 8 monologues were performed by
past and present VADA grads in a tightly-run
show produced by VADA ’s founder, Simon
Longmore
First up were the short scenes from “Guilty in a Count of Love”“Brothers McMullen” “Jones Boy”
“Ellie Parker” “Favours” “The Damned” “It’s Kind of a Funny Story” “How to be Single” “House
of Cards” and “American Psycho”. Following a short break students performed monologues from
“The Fisher King” “Because of Beth” “The Good Wife” “Normal Heart” “Leslie” “Girls” “Killing
Joke” and “Picket Fences”. All scenes and monologues were selected by students and covered a wide
range of social issues, conflicts and interpersonal relationships.
While guest judges (Casting Directors Sean Milliken, Bim Narine and Jessica Cameron) discussed
who would win 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in their respective categories, Simon Longmore took the
opportunity to present VADA’s BC High School Drama Teacher of the Year Award to Amy Clausen of
Gleneagles Secondary School, who was voted for the award by her past and present drama students.

1st Place (Scenes)
Amelia Gray-Hyre & Veronica Cormier

1st Place (Monologues)
Ayesha Rashman

Thank you to all of our sponsors and Blanche Macdonald Centre for all of their Hair & Make Up
volunteers who did a fantastic job making our actors look so good!
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BC High Schools
Workshop Tour

Watch for VADA Grads in
these upcoming shows!

Thank you Dianna Smith of Elgin Park
Secondary School for your kind words:
“In January, Elgin Park Secondary's Senior Drama class
was pleased to welcome VADA's founder, Simon
Longmore for an awesome 80-minute session. Rather
than giving us a power point sales pitch for the school,
Simon gave students a taste of what it might be like to
take classes at VADA…and they loved it! He started with
energizing and fun warm-ups, then had students do mock
screen tests. This was the real highlight, as they got to
experience the difference between stage acting and
screen acting, and received immediate and helpful
feedback on their performances. The students thoroughly
enjoyed the visit, and we will happily have Simon and the
VADA team back again in the future.”
- Dianna Smith, Elgin Park Secondary School.

Lysine Rodrigues Biset
“When We Rise”

Would you like us to visit your school?

Contact
graeme@vadastudios.com

Lee Stone
“Arrow”
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Featured Alumni - Dacre Montgomery
Dacre was born in 1994 in Perth Western
Australia. His mother is Canadian and his father is
a New Zealander. Both parents were working in
the film industry, so he spent many hours of his
childhood on film sets where he developed a love
of acting. He began comprehensive acting classes
at the age of 12 with a local school and also with a
theatre company. Throughout this period he was
often working in advanced class groups, where he
was exposed to working and training alongside
young adults.
Dacre visited Vancouver for the summer when he
was just 17 yrs. old and completed our Two Week
On Camera Intensive Certificate, then returned
to Australia, where he completed his 3 year
Bachelor of Arts in Acting degree at WAAPA.
Within weeks he knew that he would be filming 3 projects over the next 6
months “A Few Less Men” , “Safe Neighbourhood” and “Power Rangers”.
Dacre plays “Red Ranger” in the film.
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Instructor - Kwesi Ameyaw
Since completing his B.A. at UBC where he
majored in Theatre and Political Science,
Kwesi has established himself a busy film,
stage and voice over actor. Recent Theatre
highlights include the role of Officer Dan in
the Boys Club Network production of Man
Up, as well as the role of Henry Brown in
the Jesse nominated Canadian Premiere of
David Mamet’s Race.
Kwesi has been nominated for a Leo Award
for work in film as well as a Jessie
Richardson Theatre Award. His film and TV
credits include a reoccurring guest star role
on CW’s Legends of Tomorrow as Dr. MidNite, as well as appearances on Man of
Steel, The Confirmation, The A Team,
Capote, Supernatural, Psych, Fringe, Bates
Motel and Motive .
Kwesi's instruction combines Meisner
aspects with an emphasis on listening as
well as voice and breath. His aim is to help
students cultivate a strong skill set and
respect for the craft of acting.
Kwesi teaches Auditioning in our full-time
Diploma program.
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Audition Tips
Helpful tips to become a shark in
the audition room.
Becoming an actor means having to audition, which can be a nerve-wracking experience.
For those who have not enrolled in post-secondary acting classes before and/or not on a
Talent Agent’s roster, here are some things to think about if you get a chance to audition for
a role or commercial in an open casting call.
1. Do your research
When attending an audition you’ll usually know in advance what you’re auditioning for. Make
sure to research the show or film ahead of time to familiarize yourself with the characters,
their tone, time period, story, theme, etc.
If it’s a commercial audition, check out previous commercials for the product to see how
they want to come across and who the target audience is, since those are the people you
want to appeal to.
2. Dress appropriately
You don’t want to distract from your performance. You are not dressing to impress, you are
dressing to book the role. Play it safe by wearing casual or neutral clothing. Take chances
with your acting, not your clothing. If you get a call back, wear the same clothing again.
3. Arrive on Time
Arrive at least 15 minutes early and have your professional package ready to hand over
(headshot 8” x 10” and resume attached to the back). Bring personal information (i.e social
security number, agent contact information etc.) and complete the sign-up sheet. Collect
yourself, settle in and shake off the butterflies. Avoid interacting with other actors, as they too
will be nervous, and this can be infectious. Remain composed and focused about how you
want to come across in the room.
4. Be Prepared and Know your Lines
Usually you’ll be provided with a monologue to prepare in advance. Put in the necessary
time (no matter how long it takes) to get your lines down and memorized, since you’ll only
have a couple of minutes to perform them (sometimes less). Most Casting Directors will not
give you a second chance, but if they do, try putting a bit of a different spin on your
performance the second time around.
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5. Remain Positive and Be Yourself
First and foremost, you have to remember to enjoy your audition. Be your authentic self and
let your personality shine through. You are not there to get approval, so don’t try to please.
Leave your baggage outside, stride into the room with confidence and make no excuses.
Show those who are watching, you’ve got this!
6. Cold Read Audition
For many actors doing a cold read (being given material to perform only a few minutes
beforehand) can be a frightening experience. Firstly, arrive early as your lines may be
available to look at ahead time.
Try not to look down at the paper and only read off the script while rocking back and forth.
Stay with your reader (the person reading lines opposite you or scene partner). If you lose
your line, come down to the page to remind yourself, then come right back up to the reader
(or camera) with head up, and deliver your lines with feeling. It is unlikely you’ll get the lines
perfect (and those running the audition know that). The circumstances of the scene are more
important than the lines. Focus on who you are talking to, where you are supposed to be,
and what just happened, the rest will fall into place.
7. Remember to smile
No matter how the audition goes, exhale and give them
a big smile. Embrace and appreciate the opportunity
you just had to do what you love most. Acting.
Realize that your life does not depend on the success
or failure of this one audition and that there will be
many more to come (if you chose to become a
professional actor). Accept the fact that sometimes it
was just not meant to be, take what you can from the
experience, and move on.
Continue your acting training and work your acting
muscle. Find a school in Vancouver (or wherever you
live) that you can take ongoing scene study or audition
classes from experienced actors (working in the
industry now) to stay sharp.
Lastly, always make sure your Professional Package: Headshot, Resume with relevant
training, skills and industry contacts and Demo Reel (if you have one) are updated, in order
to be ready for your next chance. Break a leg!

!6

APRIL 2017

Spring Break Acting Camp 2017!
Our very first Spring Break
Acting Camp was held during
the week of March 20th to
24th with great success!
We had 8 very talented and
enthusiastic young actors take
part over the 5 days of
training. Students received
instruction from Natalie
Moon and Al Miro about:
• On Camera Acting for
Film Technique
• Scene Study
• Voice and Movement
• Improvisations
• Auditions
(Back row L to R)
• Josh Lambert - West Central High School (Alberta)
• Zev Rosenberg - Power Alternate Secondary School
• Daniella McNeill - Elgin Park Secondary School
• Quinn Butler - Carson Graham Secondary School
• Abigail Walkner - Gulf Island Secondary School
(Front row L to R)
• Kaitlyn Zarin - Lord Tweedsmuir Secondary School
• Annie Crangulescu - Burnaby South Secondary
(not pictured)
• Tessa Longo - Saint Thomas Moore Collegiate
The camp was kicked off by a Youth Talent Agent Seminar on the
preceding Saturday hosted by Brenda Wong, Owner of MVM Agency.
Brenda provided parents and their young actors with valuable and
detailed insight into how an agent/actor relationship works, how to put
together a professional package to approach an agency; the auditioning
process; parental requirements and the process involved to start working
in BC’s booming Film & TV production industry.
After the two hour seminar was completed, Brenda took time to meet
individually with many of the participants and selected a couple that she
would like to talk further with about representing them as their agent.
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The Early Bird gets the Worm!
During 2016/17 VADA has created over $75,000 for BC public high school dramatic
arts program graduates to pursue Acting for Film and TV at our school.
Applications from 2017 High School Graduates are now being accepted for
VADA’s Full-Time Diploma & Part-Time Certificate Programs.

Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts

Domestic Scholarship Program
Up to $1,000 in Awards
• Completed Scholarship Application (with attached
photo ID)
• Written Essay
• Copy of High School or Post-Secondary Transcripts
• Self—tape performing a monologue
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