
Spring & Summer Break Acting Camps 
Spring & Summer Break Acting Camps offer teens 15-18 years old a chance to gain 
the necessary skills to get started on their Film & TV acting careers. Students 
are challenged through hands-on, practical training to cultivate the skills and 
confidence required to make the transition from stage acting to screen. 

The camps cover the following areas:
• Acting For Film Technique
• Scene Study
• Improvisations
• Auditions for Commercials, Film & TV

Spring Break Camp Dates: March 19th – 23rd, 2018 (Monday – Friday)
Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm (with a one hour break)
Application Fee: $25 (refundable if not accepted into camp)
Camp Fee: $395.00 + Tax (CDN)

“The studio is an absolute positive experience. The instructors are top notch and work with each 
student strengthening their skills and honing new ones. The administration staff is extremely helpful 

and approachable.” Josh Lambert - VADA's Spring Break Camp Attendee, March 2017
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You’ve been signed! 

Name: Jeff Bullock                 Name: Janelle Beadall                 Name: Nicholas Stone   
Program: Diploma                  Program: Diploma                       Program: Diploma 
Grad Date: Sept 2017                    Grad Date: Sept 2017                          Grad Date: Sept 2017  
Signed: CARRIER TALENT         Signed: RED TALENT                       Signed: PREMIERE TALENT   

Name: Gianluca Biancardi     Name: Amy Jeong                          Name: Daniella McNeill   
Program: Summer Camp       Program: Summer Camp            Program: Spring Camp 
Grad Date: Aug 2017                    Grad Date: Aug 2017                          Grad Date: March 2017  
Signed by: MVM AGENCY           Signed by: MVM AGENCY                Signed by: MVM AGENCY                                                            
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VADA Student Spotlight: Malaya Valenzuela
From Hawaii to Vancouver via Seattle

Malaya Valenzuela is an American actor, model, and 
dancer. She is known for being part of the original cast 
of the groundbreaking production, “Raisins In a Glass of 
Milk” and has recently worked with Wella Canada, John 
Paul Mitchell Systems and cut.com. 
Malaya was born in Chicago, IL and raised in Honolulu, 
HI. As a child she participated in community theatre and 
dance programs around Honolulu, then took a break 
from theatre to pursue athletics. While in high school 
she took interest in working in front of the camera after 
realizing she could balance acting and athletics without 
the commitment level required of the theatre. After 
graduating high school in 2015, she majored in Theatre 
at Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle, WA. 
After two years at Cornish College, she realized her true 
passion lay in the film and television industry and, 
following the recommendation of her acting coach, she 
decided to make the transition to Vancouver, BC. She 
applied and was accepted into the six-month full time 
Dramatic Arts Diploma program at VADA.  

Malaya feels “The program is the perfect stepping stone for me to start my career in 
Hollywood North. One month into the program, I absolutely love it and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to learn so much from my immensely talented teachers and classmates.”  
Malaya is excited to continue her journey with VADA and cannot wait to immerse herself in 
the vibrant Vancouver acting community. Break a leg, Malaya! 

Congratulations to our newest flock 
of Intro to Acting Certificate Grads!

Such a talented and diverse group of highly 
motivated new actors is set to take flight into 
the world of acting. 
Thank you all for your efforts and willingness 
to take chances and explore the world of acting 
for TV and Film. See you in Ongoing Scene 
Study Classes! Break A Leg!   

http://cut.com


Congratulations!
VADA Alumni, Tammy Gillis wins 2017 UBCP/ACTRA  

“Best Actress” Award   
Tammy is an incredibly versatile, daring and elegant actress and is well-deserving 

of this award. Congratulations from all the teachers, staff and students at 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts.  



Actors & Tattoos  
Article provided courtesy of Liquid Amber 
Tattoo and Art Collective bloggers, Genevieve 
Clements and Luvia Peterson (both former 
VADA graduates)
Frequently referred to as Hollywood North, 
Vancouver is swimming with actors! Many of 
whom like to ink up, and many who are curious 
about the effects or possible repercussions. So 
let’s explore.
Should Actors get tattoos? It seems like a fair 
question. On the one hand, it’s YOUR body, so 
you should be able to do with it what you want. 
On the other hand, if you want to use YOUR 
body as a storytelling mechanism, shouldn’t it 
be more of a blank canvas ready to be 
moulded, dressed, and re-shaped for each 
story and role?
Our first point of view comes from Terry Chen, 
a Taiwanese / Chinese actor known for ‘Ben 
Fong Torres’ in the Cameron Crowe film Almost 
Famous (2000). Since then, you can catch 
Terry in many Film and TV roles including 
House of Cards, Continuum and Van Helsing.
Here is what he had to say:
How old were you when you got your first 
tattoo? What and where is it?
"Got my first tattoo at 21. Two of them actually. 
A Haida crescent moon in the sun. And my 
Chinese family name under my Chinese zodiac 
sign the tiger. Both on my right bicep."
Have your tattoo’s helped or hindered your 
career?
"I don't know. At certain times I think they've 
helped and other times maybe not so 
appropriate. Really depends on what roles I’m 
auditioning for."
Was there ever a time you thought, “Maybe I 
shouldn’t get any more tattoo’s because of 
my acting career?”
"When I was younger my agent asked me 
when I was going to stop getting tattoos, 
because it would pigeonhole me. I said Johnny 
Depp has a sh** ton of tats and he’s versatile. 

She promptly responded, "You're not Johnny 
Depp."  How true. That made me pause for a 
few minutes, but I have relentlessly collected 
more over the last 15 years."
Have you gotten release forms from each 
artist that has tattooed you?
"Yes I have release forms from all artists. Never 
had trouble getting them. Have also had most 
of them tell me I don't need release forms. 
Once the tattoo is paid for and on my body, I 
own them. Period. The release forms are just 
for productions to protect themselves because 
of the Mike Tyson face tattoo debacle."

Actor, Terry Chen

Terry makes a good point. His tattoos are a 
part of who he his and what he brings to each 
role. As far as pigeonholing goes, that really 
depends on how productions see you and 
decide where you would fit in the story. 

http://www.liquidambertattoo.com


Thank goodness I had the chance to reach out 
to Maureen Webb.

Maureen has been a Casting Director for over 
25 years and seen her fair share of actors, so I 
knew her opinions would be helpful!

Casting Director, Maureen Webb 
Once you find out an actor has a tattoo, 
does that affect how you bring them in for 
roles?
"Generally it doesn’t affect my decision to bring 
someone in, unless it’s a face or large neck 
tattoo. It depends on the size of the role, the 
size and visibility of the tattoo and whether 
tattoos fit the role. If it’s a smaller role, and the 
character definitely couldn’t have tattoos, I 
know it would take time and money to cover 
those tattoos, so it could affect a producer’s 
decision. If the actor is in demand, we don’t 
usually care if they have tattoos. I’m guessing 
the makeup department might have a different 
response."

Ever had a production specifically request 
to NOT bring in actors that are tattooed?
“No."
Has a tattoo ever been the deciding factor 
in a casting decision?  
"Yes. Both for and against.”
What advice would you have for actors who 
are thinking of getting tattooed?  
"Personally, I love tattoos. I have a couple 
myself. As an actor, they can be covered if 
necessary, and often are!  But, the truth is, if 
they’re visible, they are noticed and discussed 
by directors, producers and casting.  It could 
possibly affect the roles you get – for instance 
a period piece.  If you’re an actor just starting 
out, I would suggest doing some research, 
about how any visible physical modification 
choices might impact your career, and limit the 
roles you may be considered for."
Maureen is so cool. She’s also the co-founder 
of Project Limelight Society; a not-for-profit 
Performing Arts Program, free for young people 
living in Vancouver's Downtown Eastside.
After hearing what Maureen had to say we 
started to think - what would the makeup 
team’s response be? They have a big job with 
many people’s hair and makeup to do in a very 
short period of time, tattoos could be stressful! 
But instead of getting stressed about 
something we know nothing about, we sought 
out an expert - Tamar Ouziel.

"So far so good! I have not come across a 
tattoo I have never been able to cover."

http://www.projectlimelightsociety.org


Walk us through the process of covering a 
tattoo.
"Covering a tattoo is basic colour theory mixed 
with some snazzy skill. Using red or peach 
tones to cover the blue black, soft greens to 
cover reds etc. Then it depends on the ethnicity 
of the individual. Starting with base tones and 
working up. Last stage if it's a large area of skin 
is adding veins or birth marks etc…"
Do you get a heads up from production if 
you are working with an actor with tattoos? 
Ever been surprised by a tattoo on an actor 
that you had to deal with?
"By rule, yes we are informed. But that 
depends how ‘on the ball’ the production is. To 
make sure, I usually ask, and hopefully I get an 
answer."
If an actor wants to cover their own tattoo, 
is there a product you recommend?
"Depends how big, and how patient they are.
If they have access to a pro makeup store I use 
Skin Illustrator and seal it with Opsite; this 
method is waterproof. You can also use 
Dermacolor by Kryolan, it's concealer so you 
must powder in between each layer! As for 
street brands I have been told the Kat Von D 
‘tattoo cover’ is really good. Just not sure on 
how ethnically diverse that brand is."
Out of all the actors you see in your chair, 
what percentage of them would you say 
have tattoos? Do you find male actors have 
more, less or the same as female actors?
"If you asked me this question five years ago, I 
would have said a small percentage. And more 
men than women. But these days it's pretty 
even. More and more women are getting small 
tattoos in what they feel are indiscreet places. 
For the most part they are, but they still need 
coverage. Men's tattoos are still bigger. But at 
the same time are being placed more 
discreetly."
Of course you’ll still find a naysayer here and 
there; covering tattoos takes time. Time is 
money. Blah Blah. But so far the word on the 
street is positive.

We sat down with Luvia Petersen, a 
successful actress (and former VADA grad) 
known for her roles on Continuum and Ghost 
Wars. Her tattoos, of which she has several, 
have often played a part in the roles she’s 
played.

Luvia Petersen on Falling Skies

Luvia, what’s your advice for actresses 
thinking of getting a tattoo?
"If an actress wants tattoos, I say go for it! That 
said, make sure you think it through! Choose 
wisely when deciding on the size and 
placement of your tattoo. When I go for 
auditions, I can easily show my tattoos or hide 
them, based on if it suites my character. Having 
that kind of freedom with my tattoos is fun and 
useful.”
How do you see tattoos shown on film in 
regards to male and female actors?
"I feel like men have it easier. They play their 
tattoos more without the need to explain some 
"sordid" past in the character's life. There's 
always the possibility your tattoos can type cast 
you... but if a production really wants to hire 
you because you are the right actor for the job, 
my opinion is they will suck it up and cover 
your tattoos."
We are so glad we got the skinny on the real 
truth about actors and tattoos; it’s not as 
impossible or inconvenient as some might 
think. In fact, if your tattoo is really authentically 
part of you and your ‘hit’ or brand, it might help 
you get the role!



Quiet on the Set! 
Becoming a Background Actor 
Working as a background actor (extra) on a TV 
series or feature film can be a very exciting 
experience for those new to acting. It’s a great 
way to get a taste of what it feels like to be on 
set to see if this is what you want to be doing 
for a living. Some make a career out of doing 
background work, especially if they live in 
production centres like LA, NY or Vancouver. 
Becoming a background actor requires NO 
previous acting skill, however does require:  
• a mature and professional attitude  
• punctuality and reliability  
• understanding and adherence to on-set 

policies and etiquette 
• high availability and willingness to work long 

hours 
• mobility (a car or access to public transit)  
• preparation and attention to details regarding 

any wardrobe requirements you are given 

Sign me up! 
Signing up as a background actor is simple, just 
go online. provide your name and profile 
information, as well as pictures of yourself.  
BCF Casting is an example of a background 
agency that has a huge database of people for 
feature films or productions. BCF does not 
charge a sign up fee or commission fee (the 
production company pays them to find you, so 
you keep 100% of what you make).  
There are also specialized “Background 
Agencies” (In Motion, Local Color, etc) who 
do charge a commission to represent you 
(between 10-15% of your gross pay when you 
book). 

Compensation 
Pay is usually minimum wage and overtime is 
paid, if you work over 8 hours. 

Young Background Actors 
If you have a child who is interested in doing 
background acting, and they are 14 years or 
younger, they will need to be accompanied by a 
parent or guardian while on set. Depending on 
their age, they will only be permitted to work a 
limited number of hours per day. 
Call Times 
Although confirmation to work on a production 
will be received well in advance, final call times 
and location may only be sent out the night 
before. Production times can change and may 
start very early or run very late, so don’t be 
surprised to find yourself working a 12 hour 
(sometimes 16 hour) shoot. And definitely do 
NOT complain if you do. 
Checking in 
The place you check in will usually be a holding 
area, and you may be sent by shuttle bus to the 
actual shooting location. You MUST make sure 
you are arrive ON TIME or you will likely never 
get a call back again.  
Be sure to bring your SIN, official photo ID and 
any other necessary paperwork (if you’re a PR 
Resident you'll need to bring a copy of your 
Visa). Give yourself adequate time to get there 
in case traffic is bad or transit is late. There are 
no acceptable excuses for showing up late. 
Food 
Meals are provided during breaks, however the 
really nice food is sectioned off for the “high 
paid talent” (so don’t try wandering over 
thinking nobody will notice). 

http://bcfcasting.com/extras/home.html
http://www.inmotiontalent.com
http://www.localcolor.ca


Industry Spotlight: Headshots  

Founded by Todd Duncan in 1996, Todd Duncan Studios is among the finest Vancouver 
photography studios. Todd’s many years of experience and sharp eye for beauty is evident in every 

frame. From professional commercial headshots to appealing fashion photographs, Todd 
specializes in all types of professional photography. 

Todd believes that being creative is not just about camera and pixels, it’s what you do with pixels 
that counts. He captures all the great memories of his clients by creating timeless portraits. From 

the innocence of a child to the professionalism of corporate clients, and from the richness of 
uncountable colours to the mystery of black and white clicks; Todd elevates every project he 

undertakes, which makes him one of the finest Vancouver photographers.
“I didn't get into the photography business 20 years ago to take pictures. I wanted to originally tell 

stories. Creating the perfect photograph involves so much more than pointing a camera and 
clicking. I scout locations, direct the talent, set the mood, light the moment. Only when everything is 

meticulously planned can spontaneity flourish, capturing that definitive moment. A photo like that 
can sell hopes and fantasies. A photo like that can sell anything. It's my job and passion to create 

your visual identity with the power to elicit feelings and perceptions, ultimately developing your 
brand through the image creation.”

“When I get behind the camera, there is only one focus, to capture the essence and emotion 
that goes beyond mere admiration of beauty.”



Industry Spotlight: MVM AGENCY 
MVM AGENCY is a full service talent and model agency and management 
team. Our client roster reside all over Canada, with emphasis in Vancouver and 
Toronto. Our agents have over 30 years combined experience in the entertainment and 
fashion industries. 

MVM AGENCY represents professional actors and models. Actors work in a range of 
productions including TV commercials, new media, independent projects, mainstream 
television and Hollywood films. Models work in Canada and internationally in 
editorials, catalogue photoshoots, advertisements, e-commerce and runway fashion shows. The 
main focus for our models is international contract placement in Paris, Milan, London, New York and 
Asia. With our tailored approach, we aim to exceed client expectations, cultivate long lasting 
professional relationships and help actors and models actualize their goals.

Brenda Wong has spent her life in the talent, film, TV and modelling & fashion 
industries. A former stunt performer turned Stunt Department Coordinator, past 
President & Public Relations Director of the Western Canadian Designers and 
Fashion Association, fashion show and events producer, and past Academic 
Director for fashion programs and really an entrepreneur, Brenda’s vision is to 
offer better service for clients and over deliver. She loves forging worldwide 
contacts with engage’ers and remains focused on that genuine thread of 
authenticity, honesty, integrity and humility, which contributes to success. 
Brenda thinks cars and bike are like purses and shoes. 

TJ Lim has been working with talent for over a decade. 
His passion for the industry is rooted in his performer 

background, growing up he spent most of his time 
breakdancing and learning any instrument he could get his hands on. In 2001 
he moved to Vancouver from Toronto, and studied business while working in 
the snowboarding industry and DJ’ing/producing events, working with 
organizations including Entree Destinations, Public Dreams, W2, multiple 
venues, and local and International performers. 
It was in 2011 when the film and TV industry found him. Now a full time agent 
of 6 years, he’s truly passionate about the industry and everything that 
comes with it. These days he splits his time between Toronto and Vancouver, 
working in Canada’s premiere film markets. Aside from his agent life, he still 
loves music and collects new and rare vinyl records, practices yoga daily and 
is a self proclaimed espresso  connoisseur. 

Please email your headshot, resume and demo reel link to: info@mvmagency.ca. Be sure to 
include your name, your goals as a performer and the best way to contact you (email and mobile). 

mailto:info@mvmagency.ca


	

Alumni Recent Bookings 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Samer Salem 
Condor 

Imposters 

Evan Gillmore 
The Colony 

A Dog’s Way Home 

Seiya Matsudo 
The Flash 

      Man in the High Castle  
A Series of Unfortunate Events 

Bridget Graham 
Dangerous to Know 

Ice 
Hemlock Grove 

 

Liesl Ahlers 
Obsession 

Friend Request 

Heather Claire-Nortey 
The Good Doctor 

Dacre Montgomery 
Stranger Things 

Melanie Chan 
The Buddy Games 

Altered Carbon 


