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It’s was another BUSY Summer for BC’s TV & Film Industry!

Over 36 Movies and TV Series were filming in BC this summer! 

“The provinces fantastic crews, quality talent, beautiful 
locations and world-class abilities as a centre for high-tech 

film making are integral to our success.” - Creative BC
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High Schools Workshop Tour  
2017/2018 

Vada Studios had a great time getting a chance to 
visit local high schools and meet drama teachers 
and their classes during the previous school year. 
This year we hope to meet even more of you to 
hold free acting workshops with your senior 
drama classes covering Warm Ups, Improv 

Activities, On-Camera Auditioning Techniques 
and more!

A big thank you to all of the high school drama 
teachers across Canada for your endless efforts in 
introducing young people to the dramatic arts and 

igniting their passion to act.
Would you like us to visit your school?


Contact 
graeme@vadastudios.com 
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 Congrats to VADA Grads 
who just got Booked!   

Darren Mann  
Van Helsing 

Meghan Hui  
SIREN 

(season pilot)                      
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So..what does the TV & Film 
Industry do for BC’s economy?
The Motion Picture Association released figures providing a look at some of the finances 
involved for productions shot in BC to remind British Columbians of the value the film and 
television production holds for the province (which offers tax breaks to the productions) 

Twentieth Century Fox’s War for the Planet of the Apes generated significant revenue for the 
province of BC, with over $81 million spent throughout the film’s 180 days of production. 
The benefits were also felt by talented British Columbians, with over $2.9 million paid to local 
office personnel and over $45 million spent on local cast, crew, and extras. 

From a sprawling, custom built set in Richmond, to full hotels and restaurants in Tofino 
during the shoulder season – local vendors and businesses also feel the positives of 
blockbuster productions like War for the Planet of the Apes. Some of the key local 
expenditures included: 
• Over $3.6 million in local construction supplies 
• Over $1.6 million paid in local location fees 
• Over $1.5 million in local transportation costs 
• Over $1.2 million in local catering and craft services 
• Over $1.2 million on local hotels 

War for the Planet of the Apes not only had a massive economic impact, it is a showcase for 
the kind of high-tech production that BC has become known for around the world: From 
stunning performance capture technology, to the Academy Award®-winning green screen 
innovation designed by local British Columbia key grips David McIntosh, Steve Smith, Mike 
Branham and Mike Kirilenko. 

Source:  Creative BC / Motion Picture Association - Canada
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High School Workshop Tour
-Sullivan Heights Secondary School-

Thank you very much to drama teacher, Christopher Smith for inviting us for 
an end-of-school-year acting workshop with your class. 

What a turnout with over 30 students taking part!
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Summer Break Acting Camp! 
Summer Break Acting Camp 2017 was a huge success! Thanks to all participants 

who impressed our teachers with their level of focus, enthusiasm and talent! 

Back Row (L to R): Nicole Russell, Bryanna Russell, (Instructor Andy Thompson), Ariadne 
Meriwether, Aleah Rodrigues, Peyton Swope 
Front Row (L to R): Isaac Ocheng, Zachary Mortimer, Gianluca Biancardi, Gabriel Salloum, 
Gerric White 

Register NOW for Spring 
Break Acting Camp 2018! 

(only 12 students accepted 

   The early bird gets the worm (but 
the second mouse gets the cheese…)  
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“Mom… Dad… I’ve decided I want to be an actor!” 
And reasons why it’s going to be okay…

Not every parent wants to hear their child 
wants to be an actor. After all, for many 
parents, their dreams included visions of 
their child attending university or college to 
earn a degree in medicine, law, or 
business, etc.
What many parents do not realize however, 
is that in choosing to study acting, their 
child will be developing intangible life skills 
they’ll utilize in any career they choose to 
pursue in the future, above and beyond 
acting.

Research shows that skills acquired through the performing arts – creativity, problem solving 
and flexible thinking, radically improves outcomes for our children. In fact for many, access 
to expression through the arts is essential to mental health and their way of being in the 
world.
Confidence:
Some are born with it, while others show no inkling of it. Many professional actors will tell 
you they used to be very shy, and how studying acting allowed them to become more self-
confident. It takes courage to stand in front of a room full of strangers (or camera) and open 
up your emotional pallet. Eventually however, through practice, learning to trust, self-
reflection and feedback, one begins to gain necessary confidence to do so.
Public Speaking:
Speaking clearly with proper volume, enunciation, pace, use of tone, timing and emphasis 
(even humour) is integral for any accomplished public speaker. To be successful, they need 
to deliver their presentation in a well-organized, smooth-flowing manner and connect with 
their audience by coming across as believable, whether selling a health care plan or their 
book. Actors develop these same speaking skills to connect with their audience through 
believable actions, reactions and emotions as well. Acting out a good cop/bad cop scene will 
seem quite useful when time comes to play the real-life role of a manager doing a 
performance review with an employee who is not measuring up.
Teamwork:
Actors need to be able to share ideas and opinions on alternative ways to doing a scene, 
and feedback must be honest to be of any use. Learning to give feedback in a constructive 
way is a valued skill in any profession (especially for those in supervisory roles). Actors 
understand the importance of “being there” to support colleagues when they struggle, need 
encouragement if a performance did not go well or they did not get the part they wanted. 
 Whether on a stage, movie set, or in a work environment, things will not always go as 
smoothly as planned, and that’s when honest feedback, teamwork and pulling together 
comes into play.

!6



SEPTEMBER 2017

Understanding Human Nature:
Part of an actor’s training is studying the human condition, and through this they learn 
compassion and empathy for others. When preparing for a role, actors will often do in-depth 
research into their character to gain a stronger sense of any challenges or struggles that 
have shaped them into who they are now. This process allows an actor to fully “inhabit” their 
character and give as true a performance as possible.
Another big part of becoming an actor is studying human behaviour. Through training, an 
actor develops acute observational skills to identify subtle, often sub-conscious, non-verbal 
cues reflecting a person’s mood or emotional state. They pick up on unique mannerisms, 
expressions or body language a person uses and how they react when upset, impatient, 
being deceitful, nervous, attracted to someone etc. Just as important, they become more 
aware of their own body language and what signals they are giving off to others.
Determination:
Very few professions demand the level of resiliency and “thick skin” one needs to become an 
actor. Giving your very best at an audition, only to be told you did not get the role, builds a 
level of determination like no other; tenacity outweighs any fear. And it is not just 
determination and tenacity they will develop, since all actors will invariably learn lessons in 
humility after receiving harsh feedback or a bad review. In order to be successful, they will 
need a willingness to be open to critique, self-analysis skills to objectively weigh it, and a 
positive attitude to use it constructively in order to grow as an actor. Determination, humility, 
ability to take critique well, self-analysis skills to perform better; what employer wouldn’t be 
interested in acquiring someone with these attributes?
Creativity: 
Acting is the “adult sandbox” and just as when a child is having a tea party with their 
favourite teddy bear or running around the neighbourhood playing cops and robbers, they 
are playing in the world of make-believe. Whether on stage or a movie set, actors use their 
creativity to make scenes come to life and, when done well, the viewer is immersed in the 
world and story the actors have created, leaving them believing the actors really are who 
they are portraying.
Actors use many exercises to commonly ignite their creativity. Improv is one such exercise 
that develops an actor’s ability to be present, creatively think “outside the box” and act on 
impulse. Some of the greatest lines in movies were not actually in the script, but were 
instead an actor’s own creative input to the scene. When doing Improv, participants are 
presented with information or a scenario and challenged to quickly come up with creative 
ideas and act out the scene, situation or problem. Employers too will often utilize improv in 
team building exercises to generate ideas, encourage creative thinking, giving input and 
promoting teamwork. So, if you are good at improv, you are probably good at solving 
problems, and that will catch an employer’s eye.
And finally, the sobering reality is that less than half of University and College 
graduates will end up actually having a career in their major area of study.
Rather, it is the intangible soft skills they acquire during school that will appeal most to 
employers; relationship-building, communication, problem solving skills, analytical and 
leadership abilities – all of these are attributes developed and reinforced through studies in 
the arts, humanities and social sciences.

!7



SEPTEMBER 2017

2017 
VADA High School Scholarship Award 

Abigail Walkner (right) is presented with her $500 scholarship award for Dramatic Arts Diploma studies. 

Congratulations to all Scholarship Recipients!

Abigail Walkner Gulf Islands Secondary  Julia Richards Sardis Secondary

Adam Perison SA-Hali Secondary Kalli Barker D.P Todd Secondary

Alexander Nieto Meadowridge School Karsen Rosset South Kamloops Secondary

Alexandra Rafter R.A. McMath Madison Vinkle Victoria Secondary

Brandon Pringle Handsworth Secondary Marija Danyluk R.E. Mountain Secondary

Brooklyn Derksen Salmon Arm Secondary Mikalia Ducharme Salmon Arm Secondary

Clare McLeod-Smith Wood Street Centre Rene Fajardo Pinetree Secondary

Devin Fikis Selkirk Secondary Sophia Zanardo Centennial Christian School

Emily Smith   Yale Secondary Sunny Solmundson Mount Boucherie Secondary

Hilawe Tola Fleetwood Park Secondary Tyler Robers Mount Baker Secondary

Isaac Ocheng L.A. Matheson Secondary
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High School Drama Festival Sponsorship Needed 

Last year Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts (VADA) had the honour of 
being involved as a Scholarship sponsor for the BC Drama Festival. For 

teenagers interested in drama, the Sears Drama Festival has offered a taste 
of what it’s like to perform in front of big crowds and be professionally judged.  

The festival has been a competitive drama showcase for high schools across 
Ontario that has run for 71 years and spawned sister showcases in BC and the 

Atlantic Provinces. However, the festival now faces an uncertain future as main 
sponsor, Sears Canada is pulling their funding. The festival, founded in 1946, 

helped launch the careers of numerous Canadian actors, including such 
celebrities as Rachel McAdams and Keanu Reeves. 

Festival organizers are not giving up just yet. Smaller competitions held in each 
school district are expected to go ahead while the festival scrambles to find a 

sponsor. “We were all pretty devastated about it, but we’re quite optimistic that 
we will find a new sponsor and that we’ll continue in some format,” Festival 
Executive Director, Wayne Fairhead said. “Because it’s just too important.” 

We are asking any corporations looking for a way to give back to their 
community to contact festival organizers about sponsoring this truly 

wonderful festival and fostering appreciation for the arts in young people 
of their Province. 

Source: Toronto Star, By ALEXANDRA JONES Staff Reporter 
Sun., Aug. 27, 2017
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